Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society

1st December 2011: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Chairman:  Paul Kite
Apologies for absence:

Keith Bohr; Jack Russell; Neil Ford; Chris Brockett; Andy Miller; Luke Fenton; John Bidgood; Richard Timbrell; Ivor Woodman; Pete Willis; Nick Heath; Gerry Weatherhead; Andy Gibson and Tony Squash.

Minutes of last meeting: 
The minutes had been previously circulated but as a copy was not available at the meeting the Chairman postponed their approval until the next meeting.
New Members:   

George Wells; A student at Bristol University currently refereeing Inter Mural games..
Proposer: Tom Foley

Seconder: Natalie Amor

George received the customary warm round of applause as a welcome to the Society.

Law workshop:

Geof Warren reported that the first laws workshop had taken place last week and was attended by 12 members. The session had gone well and would be followed by more meetings which would follow a modified “Keith Baber” format.

The next meeting would take place on 15th December.

Fitness training:

Richard Potterton reported that next week would be the last outdoor session and encouraged members to attend as “it would be good for them”.

Laws discussion:

Richard Potterton then lead a session where the meeting split in to 10 groups each of which was handed a specific question to answer. The meeting then discussed each answer and consensus was reached.

The issues raised were:

What are the options for the player throwing in at the lineout:

· Stay where he is

· Retire to off-side line

· Join lineout

· Move to receive ball

Blue kicks off direct to touch:

· Kick again

· Lineout

· Scrum where he kick off

Red penalty kick hits post and is caught by blue, in goal, who calls “mark”
· Mark awarded, kick to be on 5 metre line

When does a line-out end:

· Ball travels over 15 metre line

· Ruck or maul forms and hindmost feet cross line of touch

· Knocked, thrown or kicked from lineout

· Carried from line-out

· Peel from lineout

· Ball, or player in possession, moves within 5 metres of touch

· Unplayable

What is a successful end to a scrum:

· Ball comes out of scrum

· Ball crosses try line

· Hindmost player unbinds

How is ball grounded in goal:

· Touching ground with ball

· Downward pressure with hands, arms or front of body from waist to neck
Blue knocks-on in goal and is late talked by red:

· Penalty on 5 metres line opposite infringement

Where must defending scrum half stand:

· Behind the ball on the same side as the put in

· Retreat to 5 metres from back foot of scrum

When should a quick-lineout NOT be allowed:

· When a different ball is used

· Ball touched by another person

· In front of the mark

· Lineout formed

Where can a 22metre drop-out be taken:

· Anywhere behind the 22metre line

Points of Law:

1. Red kicks ahead in to opposing 22 and blue fullback attempts to trap ball which travels back out of 22. Red player picks up ball and is immediately tackled by retreating blue player. DECISION: Red player offside (treat attempted trap as a kick), penalty where player tackled or scum where kicked.
2. Referee injured and retires at half time, club referee takes over for remainder of game. Discussion on whether club referee is insured and confirmed by Geof Warren that a club referee has the same level of insurance but via the RFU.
3. Same scenario as above but level 6 league game and level 10 referee doing 3rd team to take over. DECISION: He can NOT take over, you can only referee up to 2 levels higher.

4. Blue tackled and ruck forms which red then drive over the ball. Tackled player gets to his feet and picks up ball. DECISION play on.

5. Kick ahead and defending player drops on ball, what are his options. DECISION: He must either get up or play the ball immediately or be penalised for lying there.

A.O.B.

A member had sent 2 players off and 2 weeks later saw that one of them was playing when he believed ha had been banned. The fact that the Society and members are not always notified of disciplinary results was discussed at length and it was agreed that the Society would write to Somerset & Gloucester Disciplinary Committees asking that we be formally advised of there decisions.

Whistlers trophy, reminder by Gerry of importance of completing forms.

Next meeting
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 21:25.

Date of next general meeting: Thursday 5th January 2012.

