Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society
18th  August 2011: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Chairman:  Paul Kite
Apologies for absence:

Ian Hillier; Luke Fenton; Tony Swash;Paul Bailey;Andy Ackerman;Peter Doughty;Will Quibell (reffing);Steve Hambley (reffing);Bob Mole;Dave Linton;Mark Dickens;Jon Raby; Ed Morrison; Paul Burns; Geoff Warren; Simon Parsons; Richard Timbrell

Minutes of last meeting: 
Having been previously been circulated, the minutes were signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting held on 7th April 2011, with the agreement of those present.
Matters Arising:  None
New Members:   
Andy Rawlings; Couple of seasons off now rejoining. Proposer Geoff Smith; Seconder Adrian Johnstone;
Chris Collins; Played for Avonmouth & Gordano. Completed ELRA last year. . Proposer Gerry Weatherhead; Seconder Pete Wills.

Mark Dollings; Played for QEH and Cleve + SMOB. Reffed at L7 in Somerset and recently moved to Thornbury though missed last season through injury. Proposer Jeff Morgan; Seconder Andrew Miekle

Iestyn Williams; Llanelli ref and joined Somerset when work brought him to Bristol. 

Proposer Simon Adams; Seconder Tom Foley.

Rob Hutton;  Played rugby in Leics & USA. Took refs course in States and reffed a handful of matches there. 3 years in Bristol. Proposer Chris Brockett; Seconder Grev Leigh.

Officers Reports
Nick Heath : Treasurer’s Report:  

Accepting subs tonight. Important that people due to receive their kit ensure they have paid their subs first.

Has not yet received any information concerning international tickets but will let members know as soon as he does. 

RFU have not increased their insurance cover this season. He handed out copies of the current Policy and reiterated that, as usual, individual members would need to take out their own (additional) insurance  for personal accident and income protection should they so wish to do (as is usual for players. Forms are available on the RFU and Society websites.
Ian Hiller:  Appointments Sec.

AM read out notes from Ian stating that fixtures for Sept have now been appointed and notifications sent out via “Who’s the Ref (WTR)”. It is important that members keep their availability update on the WTR site and accept the games (via email) as soon as possible following receipt.
Jack Russell: Mid-Week Appointments
Mid week fixtures now starting to come in. To date he has 19 refs available. If any more members are available please ensure you update your availability (for mid-weeks) on the WTR site.

Grev Leigh: Sunday Appointments
Has received his first request for a Sunday fixture this Sunday . Always looking for members to referee on a Sunday and there are some great fixtures available.

Richard Potterton: Training & Retention Officer.

Intended to run County badge in April 2012. 

Training on Weds evenings (commencing at 19:00 hrs) here at Coombe Dingle. Please make every effort to attend.

Chris Brockett: Players’ Representative: 

As players rep felt rather un-used last season. Reiterated that he is the members’ representative on the committee so if anyone had any grievances; issues or ideas they wished to raise with the committee then they should see him.
Pleased to announce that May 20th 2012 has already been reserved as the date for the annual referees dinner. Venue and timing tbc.

“Social” exchange with other Societies... 5 refs have so far expressed an interest so this will be going ahead in the next few months. If anyone is interested in getting involved in a great piece of personal development please see him.

Simon Parsons: Hon. Grading Secretary & S.A.D.O.

Read out by AM. Brian Newport has officially retired. Appointments for the start of the season would be communicated in the next couple of weeks.

Referee assessment cards were available (from AM at this meeting and SP in future).

It was noted that as Ivor Sobey has stepped down as Child Protection Officer, Andrew Miekle has kindly agreed to take on this role. It was explained that the CRB application process was now going “on-line”

Andy Miller: Hon. Sec

It was hoped to really drive the usage of the website forward this season. To this end members log-in facility will be set up which will also ensure that sensitive data eg tel nu,bers;addresses etc will be protected. Objective is to get members visiting site regularly. Therefore rather than send email distribution to all members they will be asked to visit the website to pick up news and developments etc.

Consequently it is also hoped to “tidy up” our email listings and members’ details.
Copies of 2011 Law Book were still available from him.
Training & Development Strategy

Jack Russell explained that owing to a family emergency Geoff Warren was unable to present the strategy and Society’s vision for the future as intended. 

He then made a presentation to the members concerning this. Members can view this presentation on the Society’s website or by clicking on this hyperlink .....>  Training & Development Strategy. This presentation positioned the new role of Director of Training & Development within the Society and that Geoff Warren had been approached and agreed to take up this very important role for the Society which puts every referee’s training and development at the heart of the Society’s objective ie to provide the best quality referees to all the clubs we support.
Regarding one of the main aspects of our strategy, ie Club Referee Development, we have already received a great response from Gordano and Yatton clubs about the training of their refs and it is likely that we will try our approach out on a small cluster of clubs to see how it goes.

To make this apparent to all members it was announced there would be a  meeting, for all members, dedicated solely to Training & Development to be held at Coombe Dingle on Thursday 8th Sept. Commencing at 19:30 hrs. All members are encouraged to attend.
Federation 

Following this presentation JR explained that  he has been appointed to the role of Referee Development Manager for the Gloucs Referees Federation.  He acknowledged that the majority of members, of both Societies, saw the Federation as something of a “closed shop” dedicated to the development of (only) young refs who were on the Fed. Development squad.  However it was our intention to show our members that the Fed. was for ALL Society members (ie not just the youngsters with the potential to move to Group or higher.) This will be a top priority for Paul Kite (as chairman) and JR in their roles within the Fed. this season.

Points of Law

No new emphasis however the recent national conference (RFU referees) placed emphasis on the “Big 5” (scrum;breakdown;offside;maul;foul play). It is hoped this will be focus for the Training & Development meeting on Sept 8th (Coombe Dingle)

Ian Woodgate: Real incident; interception pass by a player whom, upon crossing the opposition’s 22m line, gives their bench the finger. What would you do as a referee. Discussion produced an equal number of people who would award a penalty against the player immediately (for unsportmanslike behaviour as Law 10) and those who have a quiet word with the player following the touch down and explain a further repeat would immediately mean appropriate sanctions of cards (some suggested they would re-start the game with a penalty against the player). 

Explained that there is no definitive right or wrong solution but suggested referees should consider what they would do in such a situation as they would have to make a split second decision .

Any other business
Jerry Weatherhead stated he attended Maurice Carling’s  funeral which was well attended.

Meeting closed at 21:03 hrs.

Date of next general meeting: Thursday 6th October 2011.

Date of Training & Development Meeting: Thursday 8th September. 19:30 @ Coombe Dingle

