Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society
3rd November 2011: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Chairman:  Paul Kite
Apologies for absence:

Ian Paddick, Lee Patterson; Andrew Miekle; Steve Gazzard; Keith Bohr;Jack Russell; Neil Ford; Nigel Scott,Jim Scutt;John Bidgood; Adrian Noble; Dave Lewis; Jeff Morgan.

Minutes of last meeting: 
Having been previously circulated, the minutes were signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting held on 6th October 2011, with the agreement of those present.
Matters Arising:  None
New Members:   
None.

Chairman announced that Simon Parsons (SADO & Gradings Sec); Jack Russell (Midweek Sec & Federation T&D Officer) & Gerry Weatherhead (Federation Training Coordinator) were stepping down from their various roles. He expressed his thanks, on behalf of the Society, for the great job and contribution that all three members had given to their roles. It was imperative that we get replacements for all roles as soon as possible. Simon and Jack have agreed to continue until Xmas to permit a smooth transition to the new officers and Geoff Warren has agreed to temporarily fulfil the training co-ordinator role on the Federation.
Training & Development: Richard Potterton
Richard ran an excellent workshop/training session around Law 10 (Foul Play). Members were split into groups and had to respond to a series of questions regarding their responses to match scenarios concerning foul play. Presentation slides are available on the Society website.
Members were asked to apply the mnemonic HALTS when considering their responses.

H= History;  A= Attitude (of players);  L= Level of the game; T= Time (in the game); S= Score

Geoff Warren  briefed the members on the return of an Understanding Law workshop that he intended to run for ALL Society members on the 3rd Thursday of every month. This followed a widespread belief that our members do not, perhaps, know the law as detailed as they ought to as referees. It is vital that we all, as a Society, have a solid understanding of Law and their application during our games. Each session will consider a Law, discuss its meaning and implications, and how we, as a Society, deliver CONSISTENT application in ALL of the games we referee."

He urged all members who wanted to progress themselves to attend and to pass on the notification to anyone else who they thought would be interested or who would benefit from attending.
Members were asked to bring their law books and each workshop session would be going into detail concerning a specific law.

Whilst each session would be held on the 3rd Thursday of each month due to availability of suitable training rooms the first such session will be held next Thursday 10th November  starting at 19:30 hrs.
These sessions will be held in the "Training & Analysis Room" which is part of the Annexe building at University of Bristol Sports Ground in Coombe Dingle. (This is situated in the adjoining (to the main pavilion) playing fields area (through the main car park gates at the rear) adjacent to the football pitch on the first floor above the changing room block).
Geoff mentioned that he had only received 2 PDPs so far. These should be submitted to him by anyone who wishes to develop themselves. The proforma PDP can be found on the website.

He reiterated the need for all members to consider attending training (held every Wednesday at Coombe Dingle at 19:30). It has now moved indoors and we also now have the use of the University’s Indoor Centre but it is dependent upon the number of members we are able to commit to the facilities. Geoff stated that “fit in mind means fit in body as well” so we would love to see more members at training.
Officers Reports
Richard Potterton: Training & Retention Officer.

Training every Wednesday evening at Coombe Dingle. Now indoors so meet at changing rooms by main sports pavilion at 7.30pm.

Chris Brockett: Players’ Representative: 

Still awaiting kit to come in for several members who have now qualified for it since the start of the season. He will contact those people to arrange collection. It is hoped to also make shirts available for sale at £25 each soon.

Mentioned annual dinner would be taking place on 19th May 2012. Venue and timing tbc.
Simon Parsons: Hon. Grading Secretary & S.A.D.O.

Had emailed assessors to advise them of a Match Observers workshop on Sunday 20th Nov but is open to any member interested in becoming a MO, assessor or coach. If there is anyone please let him know.
Ian Hillier.  Hon. Appointments Sec.

All November appointments now done.  Please will members ensure their availability is updated on Whose The Ref or contact him to let him know.
Andy Miller: Hon. Sec

On behalf of Bob Mole, Society’s Disciplinary Officer he asked members that all disciplinary reports (ie sending off and abuse of a match official) are completed using the pdf files available on the Society’s website and sent directly to him. He is the conduit through which disciplinary reports are sent to the appropriate county RFUs and it is important that he collates all such information on behalf of the Society.
There is no need to submit a yellow card report for matches below Level 5 so none of our members need concern themselves with this.

It is his intention to produce a sample report that members will be able to use and help them when completing a sending off report.

Any Other Business
Gerry Foley explained what the Whistler trophy was about and asked and encouraged members to complete their forms on a regular basis and email to him. A.Miller stated it was hoped to shortly be able to allow members to submit their Whistler trophy nominations on line (ie via the website) which would hopefully encourage members to do so on a more regular and frequent basis.

Paul Burns raised a question concerning the additional laws surrounding U14s games as whilst everything is nominally included within the IRB U19s Law variations there were additional regulations that referees should be aware. 
Chris Brockett pointed out that Hampshire Society had issued an excellent one page aide memoire on the different regulations at the different age levels. A.Miller pointed out that this was also available on our website (under Knowledge section) The link to the appropriate section is http://www.bristolrefs.co.uk/pages/the-knowledge.php 

Andy Miller asked referees, present, to take and distribute some “Why not become a Referee” posters and leaflets at the clubs they visit, in the forthcoming weeks, with them. Anyone requiring more please see him.

Ben Green offered a Chicago Refs tracksuit top to anyone who wanted one .
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 21:20.

Date of next general meeting: Thursday 1st December 2011.

