Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society
6 th January 2011: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Apologies for absence:

John Bidgood; Gerry Weatherhead;Nick Heath; Steve Gazzard; Tom Foley; Stuart Turnbull; Pete Wills; Bob Mole
Minutes of last meeting: 
Having been previously been circulated, the minutes were signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting held on 9th December 2010, with the agreement of those present.
Matters Arising:  None

New Members:   
Richard Timbrell: Richard is 15 years of age and goes to Castle School . He has played some rugby but wishes to become a referee. 

Proposer: Chris Brockett; Seconder: Rich Potterton.

Paul Bailey. Was a referee for both Staffs & North Mids Societies has completed ERLA. Prior to that he was a member of Wheaton Aston & Penkridge RFC in Staffordshire, where he was also their CRefC. 

Proposer: Tony Swash; Seconder: Dave Nelson.

Both members received the customary welcome from the Chairman and round of applause from members.

Officers Reports
Jack Russell:  Mid-week Fixture Secretary.

Not many games available at the moment as schools; colleges and Universities are on hols. Request to members to update their availability on the “Who’s the Ref” website (through which all appointments are now made)
Paul Kite then announced that Grev Leigh had kindly agreed to take on the role of Sunday fixtures Sec. until the end of the season and thanked him for same.  
Grev Leigh:  Sunday Appointments. Secretary.

Weather continues to cause fixture congestion.  Several cup games will now be played in January. A letter of thanks was then read out from Thornbury RFC thanking Chris Brockett for refereeing their U16s game before Xmas at very short notice and for doing such a great job.
Ian Hillier: Appointments Secretary.

Members were advised that there are few Level 6 & 7 games available this season so this puts pressure on our ability to appoint everyone to their (refereeing) level games. IH asked for members forebearance and understanding. 
Members were again asked to use their logins on the Whos The Ref system and we to view/accept their fixtures and update their availability.  If anyone has problems accessing the system then just email Ian (ian@bristolrefs.co.uk) and he will send you a password reset link. 
Nick Heath:  Advised that those members who had unsuccessfully applied for International tickets should expect the return of their money in the next few days. 
Simon Parsons: SADO/Gradings. 
Assessor appointments sent out on the “Who’s the Ref” site. He had not received many declinations for which he thanked those concerned.
On 13 Jan the assessors (+ Federation squad) are at Hartpury College for a meeting and to watch our own Tom Foley referee the game between Hartpury & Millfield U18s. All assessors are encouraged to attend if they are able.

Following a Gradings review meeting SP advised that no-one will be elevated at this stage but everyone should keep the referee assessment cards coming in as these are important for grading reviews.

Rich Potterton: Training & Development Officer. 
Nothing to report
Chris Brockett: Referees’ Rep. Nothing to report.
Andy Miller: Hon. Secretary.
Encouraged members to try and view the Society web-site regularly as this was the place that News and articles of interest were placed . AM advised that the Minutes of these meetings were also placed on the appropriate page on the site (including the address of the meeting venue) therefore unless specifically requested otherwise (for those members who do not have access to the internet) this would be protocol for distributing Minutes.
Jack Russell then gave a multi-media presentation on the recent refereeing tour that he and Andy Miller had completed during November and early Dec.
This involved refereeing 7s; 10s & XV games and tournaments in Bangkok; Cambodia; Kuala Lumpur; Hong Kong; Brisbane & Dubai.

Whilst they were fortunate to have most of their accommodation provided by the tournament organisers there were several times they depended on the hospitality of the local referees. This was only made possible because of the great game that rugby is and the camaraderie that exists right across the world to help each other out. 
A review of the Dubai (IRB) 7s tournament then followed. 4 members of the Society (Tom Foley; Natalie Amor; Jack Russell & Andy Miller) attended this year’s tournament . The feedback from all who attended was very positive (Tom Foley said that it was one of the best refereeing experiences he has enjoyed since starting refereeing!) and hopefully now shows that 7s should not be viewed as a poor relation to XVs. Dubai, itself, had an objective to continuously keep “raising the bar” of playing and refereeing standards and it is now, arguably, viewed as the best run tournament (together with the Invitational tournaments including sides from around the world) on the 7s “circuit”.

Ian Woodgate and Geoff Warren then stated that the accepted refereeing route to Premiership standard was via 7s tournaments.

Ian Woodgate then shared his views of what a referee gained by being involved with 7s rugby.
· Accuracy of decision making:- especially around the tackle area as one can see things happening (more clearly than XVs). Most of current 7s players all know the same “tricks” as XVs players. 
· It will test one’s speed and fitness

· Taught you correct “warming up” and “warming down” and that, like the players you had to treat yourself as athletes.

· How to deal with fatigue. When refereeing many games in a day (like Dubai) in excessive heat it is important to learn how to recuperate. This is why Dubai organisers lay on, for refs, ice baths; massages; water & isotonic drinks (drinking excessive amounts of water can flush the minerals out of one’s body).

· How to deal with the Media: Learning how to deal with the pressure of  having your mistakes magnified and your decisions replayed.
· How to deal with the pressure brought about by financial incentives eg player bonuses; sponsorship et al.

· Dealing with different languages:- Forces use of excellent signals.

· Dealing with Teams of 5 (ie with In-goal judges). How does it affect your running lines.

7s is definitely here to stay. With the professional IRB circuit now well established; RFU are offering professional contracts to the England 7s team (to become/remain a dedicated 7s player) and 2016 Olympics will mean that a lot of track and field athletes will be coming into rugby as a sustainable professional career.

Therefore if members had the opportunity to referee any 7s tournament they should grasp it and embrace the opportunity to develop themselves.

Points of Law:

Q:  Following a tackle a tackled player gets up with the tackler still holding him. We have a simultaneous penalty ? and if so who is the initial transgressor ? 
A: The priority is very clear in so far that the tackler must first release the tackled player. Clearly stated in Law 15: 4a.
Q: Has “pushing away” from the mark (in a scrum), before the ball is thrown in “been done away with” ?
A: No it hasn’t but it is an increasingly difficult area to referee as a lot of props just want to disrupt opposition rather than concentrating on pushing ! Refs should concentrate on getting tight & loose heads straight (and level) and telling the SH to get the ball in quickly & straight promotes effective scrimmaging and reduces re-setting. Concern was shared, amongst the members, that if the issues at the scrum are not resolved we could see a significant impact on the game as we know it.
Thanks to Rich Potterton for providing the links to two recent articles concerning this. They may be viewed by clicking on
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/rugbyunion/8246519/Will-Greenwood-we-need-action-now-to-prevent-scrums-from-killing-the-game-and-becoming-a-turn-off-for-fans.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/rugby_union/welsh/9352385.stm
Any Other Business

Chris Brockett reiterated the Referees Annual Dinner next May at Dings Crusaders RFC (+ Heineken Cup Final viewing) on May 21st 2011. Please mark it in your diaries.
The Chairman wished all members and their families a Happy New Year and there being no further business the meeting was brought to a close at 20:38 hrs.

Date of the next meeting: Thursday 3rd  February 2011.

