Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society
7 th October 2010: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Apologies for absence:

Tony Swash; Peter Huckle;Geoff Warren; Nick Heath; Jolly Jones; Ian Hillier; Tim Scutt; John Bidgood; Ben Green; Richard Parker-Sedgemore; Stuart Turnbull
Minutes of last meeting: 
Chairman explained that as it was intended post the minutes of meetings on the web-site, and because of technical delays, it had not been possible until recently to post last meeting’s minutes. He therefore proposed to approve them at the next general meeting.
Matters Arising:  None

New Members:   
Mark Dickens: Moved to Bristol (from London Society) University and wants to continue his refereeing development. Proposed by Tom Foley; Seconded by Huw Langley.
Richard Waller: Completed ELRA c 3 years ago and wishes to commence refereeing. Proposed. Mark Doran; Seconded; Dave Nelson
Steve Hambly; Played and coached for Old C’s and wishes to develop his refereeing. Proposed Jeff Smith Seconded Andy Miller

Ian Hardy; Player & coach with Whitehall RFC keen to do as much refereeing as possible. Proposer: Ivor Sobey; Seconded Grev Leigh.

All 4 gentlemen received the customary round of applause in acknowledgement of their joining the Society.
Officers Reports
Ivor Sobey: Re-Appointments & Child Protection Officer
Still loads of phone calls. Last Sat we failed to appoint to 3 games (8 games previous week). Ivor asked members to let him know asap if their game is called off. As Ivor is away for a week Ian Hillier is covering Re-Appointments. We are, currently, 13 refs short this week !
Ivor announced he has spare CRB forms with him so if anyone had not yet applied for their CRB Certificate then please see him at the end of the meeting. He again reiterated that no member can referee any fixture U19 and below fixture.

Jack Russell:Mid-week Fixture Secretary.

Jack stated that he appointed all known fixtures up to Xmas. There were several Daily Mail Cup games coming in now. If anyone was interested in refereeing mid-week’s please contact Jack. Again members must be CRB checked!
Andy Miller: Sunday Appointments. With only a small number of available refs on Sundays we were struggling to fulfil all requested fixtures but we had managed fairly well thus far this season. Again if anyone is interested in refereeing some good quality games on a Sunday (morning or afternoon) please contact Andy. Again members must be CRB checked !!
Simon Parsons: SADO/Gradings. 
In terms of number of assessments carried out so far this season (30 completed last month!) it was going week. Exchanges with Liverpool and E.Midlands coming up this month. If anyone has any issues with assessments then please speak to Simon. He has cards available please see him at the end of the meeting. A vote of thanks was passed by SP and Ivor Sobey to all assessors who give of their time.
Rich Potterton: Training & Development Officer. Nothing to report.
Chris Brockett: Referees’ Rep.
Nothing to report.
Andy Miller: Hon. Secretary
AM explained that all briefings he was going through are available to read on the website.

· BUCS Rolling Substitutions: RFU has requested that use of rolling substitutions (“interchanges”) be further trialled in all BUCS league and knockout competition matches.

· GRFU amended front row requirements regulation (13.5.12) stating that”provided both teams start the match with the correct number of suitably trained and competent front row players as per the regs. In the event of the match going to uncontested scrums due to injury, the offending side will not have to reduce it number down to 14 players as per the RFU regs.
· Some debate ensued as to the correct number of available front rows at the start of the match however members should refer to Law 3.5 (a) concerning this.
· Cup Competition Rules concerning this will be posted on the website   
· Ian Reed’s brief re Combination Cup & Vase Rules are now available on the website in summary these are
· Reduction of replacements from 4 to 3 with minimum of 1 front row replacement proposed for Vase matches

· Cup Comp regs as per last season

· Clarification of blood or yellow card temporary exclusions

· Playing under age players in adult rugby: (Summary)
· Players may not play adult rugby, or train with other adults, until they have reached their 18th birthday unless they comply with specific exceptions.

· Sanctions for breaches can rise to suspension of coach; team suspended from playing for 3 months and points deducted from 1st XV (equating to 4 wins) and Club reprimanded.

· National Rugby Seminar taking place at David Lloyd Club in Westbury-on-Trym with guest speakers including Andy Goode; Wayne Barnes; Matt Salter; Martin Haag; Catherine Spencer. Discounted tickets were available for group bookings for the Society (see website for more details)

Website Update

Andy Miller updated members on website progress stating that it was now ready for launch and encouraged members to visit it not only for news updates (where it is hoped members will become used to visiting the site once or twice a day) but also a source of training and development of their knowledge and application of Law etc. There will be a link through to the “Who’s the Ref” site at which members may view which games they have completed and have been appointed to for the forthcoming season. 

The “old” website has now been switched off and members visiting that site (ie www.bristolrefereessociety.co.uk) will be automatically directed to the “new” site. They can also access the site via www.bristolrefs.co.uk 
Level 8-10 Exchanges Proposal

The Chairman explained that during the recent Society Managers Conference that he had attended there was a discussion between ourselves and Warwickshire Society with a view to (re) commencing exchanges for referees at Level 8-10 to provide them with the opportunity to experience rugby (both from a playing and social perspective) in another county. We have been further approached by Warwicks to confirm their interest in developing this opportunity. Any members interested in finding out more or wishing to develop their refereeing in this manner please speak to Ian Hillier; Paul Kite or Andy Miller
Points of Law:

Q: What sanctions should be applied if a scrum half kicks the ball back into a ruck. 

A: Understand the law first ie answer the question: “is the ball in or out?”  If out and he kicks it back in then = accidental offside: scrum. If still in then ask whether No 9 was part of the ruck and if so was he in front of the back foot and therefore offside.

Attention draw to Law 16:4;a , returning ball into a ruck (sanction: Free Kick )
Q: Taking of quick throw in whilst still having one foot in field of play. Is this question of “materiality” ? Would you let it go ?

A: Most members agreed that it was a question of materiality and they would let it go in order to keep the game flowing.

Q: Should a red card be issued to a player for a dangerous tackle even though he was subsequently injured as a result of the tackle.  

A: No reason why one can’t issue a red card in these circumstances.

Q: In a ruck someone drives in and knocks another player over who subsequently has their hands on ground and is effectively “sealing off” ie found nothing/no one to bind upon.

A: Apply common sense and materiality . Players should know how to enter a ruck (ie correct binding and entry “through the gate”) Refer to Law 16.2
Any Other Business

Discussion concerning the roping of pitches: English Club Championship regs state all 1st team pitches should be roped off (ideally to a min distance of 5m from touchline) . However it is important that this issue is put into perspective. Our priority should be to give 30 players a game of rugby so this edict should not, realistically, be applied to 2nd and 3rd XV games where one man and his chien are likely to be the only people watching.  Consensus opinion was that this could be taken to the next Combination meeting and that there is an understanding and agreement already in place that says 1st team matches should be roped off. This is an issue that needs bringing to Somerset RFU attention not just Gloucs RFU.  Therefore referees should apply common sense depending upon the circumstances ie no of spectators; level of matches. Guidance to be sought from Gloucs RFU. It was further questioned about the application of this issue at Junior level. Again it was felt that a common sense approach should be applied.

There being no further business the meeting was brought to a close at 20:54 hrs.

