Minutes of General Meeting: Bristol Referees Society
9 th December 2010: 19:30 Coombe Dingle Sports ground
Apologies for absence:

Ivor Sobey; Michael Ripley; David Linton; Ian Hillier; Ben Green, Nye Buttress;Jeff Morgan; Jim Scutt; John Bidgood; Neil Ford;Gerry Foley;Gerry Weatherhead
Minutes of last meeting: 
Having been previously been circulated, the minutes were signed by the Chairman as being a true record of the meeting held on 4th November 2010, with the agreement of those present.
Matters Arising:  None

New Members:   
None
Officers Reports
Keith Bohr:Acting Mid-week Fixture Secretary.

Nothing to report.
Grev Leigh: Acting Sunday Appointments. Weather has caused some fixture congestion which means that several cup games will now be played in January.
Paul Kite thanked both Keith Bohr and Grev Leigh for covering the mid-week

and Sunday appointments in Jack Russell’s and Andy  Miller’s absence and for doing such sterling work. 
Ian Hillier: Report read by A.Miller .. All December appointments are now done and have been emailed out.  Similarly to last month, our main issue is not enough referees available to cover all the games and of those who are available, a number still wait to the week before the game to either confirm or in a number of cases decline the fixture.  This not only creates unnecessary calls & emails into re-appointments but also adds extra work for both Ivor and myself.  All referees have logins on the Whos The Ref system and we would actively encourage referees to log on to view/accept their fixtures and update their availability.  If anyone has problems accessing the system then just email Ian (ian@bristolrefs.co.uk) and I will send you a password reset link. January appointments will be done at the end of the month and emailed out over the New Year so if you are unavailable on any Saturday in January, could you please either update this on the appointments system or let Ian know by Wednesday December 29th
Nick Heath: Treasurer. Ticket allocation for International games has now been received and the Society has the grand total of 4 tickets (for Wales vs England) which will be balloted owing to the high number of ticket requests received.

Monies from clubs is coming in well. 4 clubs remain outstanding ie Aretians; Chew Valley; Old Bristolians & Weston RFCs. Request to all members that may be connected with any of these clubs to politely chase their treasurers for payment.

Simon Parsons: SADO/Gradings. New assessment cards are now being issued which allows more detail of referee performance to be recorded. Any members requiring more cards please see him. There will be a re-gradings meeting prior to the Appointments meeting in December.
Paul kite thanked SP for his work and stated it was excellent that the Society had been able to allocate so many assessors to watch referees in the first few months of the season.

Rich Potterton: Training & Development Officer. No training is currently happening due to lack of support from members.
RP stated he had attended a training & development course, on behalf of the Society, at Warwick University, last month, and consequently now had updated CDRA modules available which he intends to present over the course of the next two seasons.

Chris Brockett: Referees’ Rep. Nothing to report.
Andy Miller: Hon. Secretary. Nothing to report.
Richard Potterton then  presented a “Signalling” workshop explaining that there was a growing issue concerning referees signals . Given that there are 46 signals in the IRB lawbook it is important that all referees know their signals. He then requested 10 “volunteers” to demonstrate 10 signals from which the members were asked to confirm what offence or state of play was being signalled.
1. Penalty:  Tackler not rolling away

2. Scrum: Unplayable Maul :- turnover ball

3. Penalty: Not binding (in scrum/ruck)

4. Penalty: Player going to ground (off their feet)

5. Penalty: Tackler not releasing.

6. Scrum: Knock-on

7. Penalty: Collapsing a maul

8. Free Kick: Lifting early in line-out.

9. Penalty: Offside

10. Free Kick: Closing the gap in a line out.

Signals are important for players;coaches and spectators to understand what had occurred and sanctions applied. Good communication makes for a more enjoyable game for all concerned.

Important to firstly show the Primary Signal (eg Penalty) ie What and then the Secondary signal ie Why.. 

It is important to “sell” your decision to the player as it conveys confidence and can prevent potential questioning/challenging of decisions (ie they believe the referee is sure or unclear).

There is a need to be flamboyant in one’s signals ie if you feel slightly embarrassed or over-acting then you’re probably doing it correctly!

Give decisions immediately as slow decisions invite questioning or appeals by players.

Whistle tone is also important:- ie players should know what is going to happen next from the style of whistle blast.

Ian Woodgate reiterated that arguably the most important facet of the game that should be “sold” is the TRY as it is the important decision/event a referee has to make.

The issuing of cards following a whistle/signal make it clear to all what it is for.
Points of Law:

Q: Clarification of “tackler releasing” sought whereby a tackled player goes to ground but the tackler does not
A: 1st question to answer= was there a tackle. If the player is held and not gone to ground then the inference is that there is a tackle under the IRB clarification therefore the tackler is a tackler and must release the tackled player
2nd question:- what are his obligations = release player/ball.
Q: Full Back puts up a “Gary Owen” with 14 players in front of him. Ref shouts “don’t move or retire” (none of them are within 10 metres of the receiver/ball landing spot). One or more players temporarily stop and then move forward towards the ball. Where is he offside ?
A: Most members agreed that it was where the player stopped-started moving initially however there is no definitive answer. There is no doubt that the player is offside but the issue (that frequently occurs) is where the player stops (as requested by the ref) and starts to move forward (again). This decision can be crucial to the outcome of the match ie depending on where the offside offence is deemed to occur by the referee and so where the (potentially winning) penalty is taken or played.
Q: A player kicks for touch and the ball crosses the plane & line of touch and a player, standing in-field, jumps and knocks the ball further in-field. Is the ball in touch or play on ?
A: Law 19 definitions state that if the ball crosses the touch-line and is caught by a player who has both feet in the playing area the ball is not in touch. Such a player may knock the ball into the playing area. If a player jumps and catches the ball both feet must land in the playing area otherwise the ball is in touch.
A player in touch may kick or knock the ball, but not hold it, provided it has not crossed the plane of the touchline (which is the vertical space rising immediately above the touchline)
Any Other Business

Query was raised as to the information concerning members details contained on the website as not all members’ details were there. Andy Miller explained that it was important that members’ details were not provided on what is essentially (at present) a public site. There was a members’ directory sent out at the start of the season. If anyone required a copy please let him know.
A question was raised concerning a club phoning a ref (before the day of the game) to say they had no front row available. What should be the ref’s response ? It is the referees’ duty only to note it (on the fixture card) and, if appropriate, to move to uncontested scrums.

Chris Brockett reiterated the Referees Annual Dinner next May at Dings Crusaders RFC (+ Heineken Cup Final viewing)
Date of the next meeting: Thursday 6th January 2011.

There being no further business the meeting was brought to a close at 21:00 hrs.

