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rugby body for whom the player plays and sent to the RFU, or as it directs,
immediately upon request by the RFU.

The RFU has also issued guidelines to help those who make the assessment as to whether the 17
year old can play adult rugby. These follow the applicable Regulations in RFU Regulation 15.
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Playing out of Age Grade:

The decision to allow a young person to play out of age grade lies with the person in
the best position to assess all the refevant circumstances and they must obtain
permission from the player’s parent, guardian or head teacher.

When making a decision the following aspects should be considered:

fa)  The physical development, skill level and experience of the individual and his
playing colleagues

{b) The individuol’s playing position in the team
{c) The competitive standard of a particular match or training session(s) or
series of matches and playing conditions (if approval is not being given for

the season)

The ultimate consideration must be for the welfare and safety of the player and those
with whom he will be playing.

There must be clear communication with all those involved in and affected by the
decision.

Clear and complete records must be kept of decisions taken and the bases for them.

Whoever is making the assessment must determine whether the player should be playing with
adults on a match by match basis or for training only or for training and playing a series of matches
or for playing and training for a whole season.

Please note that it will not be passible to register a 17 year old to play adult rugby unless the form
has been duly completed and signed.

The decision making process should be documented and enclosed is a suggested form to be used.
Please note that the RFU takes any breach of its Age Grade Regulations very seriously. Sanctions for
breaches are set out overieaf.
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